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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the traditional owners and occupiers of these lands and waters. We pay our respect to the elders, past,

present and emerging of the Ngadjuri nation and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
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The Clare Valley Wine & Grape Association (CVWGA) has endeavoured to be responsive to the needs of our

members and prudent in our own spending during what has been a challenging year for the Clare Valley wine

region.

We have sought input and feedback throughout the year to ensure that what we have put our effort and

energy into has been directed and guided by the members.

We have strived to support vineyard and winery owners in their decision making through a tough year. In July
2023, we held a workshop supporting vineyard decision making in a low-demand environment. This was
followed in early November by a morning tea where we came together to assess the frost event of 26 October
2023 and discuss how to unite and help each other in recovery from the severe frost damage. Following
vintage 2024, Pinion Advisory’s Colin Hinze led a session providing scenarios and high-level cost-benefit
information to frame future decision making for vineyard owners. Growers valued the panel of wine producers
and winery vineyard managers who candidly shared their view on the future demand for Clare Valley wine

and grapes.

While the economic climate has been challenging for wine producers, grape growers and hospitality

businesses, there has been plenty for the Clare Valley wine region to celebrate.

Clare Valley SCA Gourmet Week celebrated its 40th anniversary with a very successful 10-day program of
more than 80 individual events. The 40th anniversary Gourmet secured $20,000 of Hallmark event funding
from the Clare & Gilbert Valleys Council and as a result extended participation in the program to the whole
Clare Valley community. Event evaluation of 2024 Gourmet observed the highest visitation and expenditure
figures generated from the event to date, and many members’ comments confirmed Gourmet had been a

success for their business this year.

Clare Valley Wine Hall of Fame, held once a decade, was planned to coincide with the 40th Gourmet
celebrations. It was a fabulous evening held at O’Leary Walker Wines.The meal was magnificent, finishing with
the largest and most delicious table of cheese I've ever seen. Congratulations to the five Legends admitted
into the Hall of Fame - Peter Barry, Roly Birks, Neil Paulett, Andrew Pike and Stephanie Toole. We also proudly
presented four industry awards as outlined in this report.

Progressing the Clare Valley Water business case with the State Government proved challenging this year.
Lack of progress on bringing recycled water to the Barossa and Eden Valley has set back the opportunity for
a recycled water solution for the Clare Valley. While it may still be an opportunity long term, the State
Government is indicating that it will focus on optimising a River Murray solution in the short term. There is
more detail in the sustainability section of this report about current discussions with Department of

Environment and Water and SA Water to progress this project.
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